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William Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Re: ET Docket No. 93-7

Dear Mr. Caton:

RECEIVED

AUG 10 1993
FeoERAI. caAMUNlCATKlNS COYMISSKlN

OFfICE OF THE SECRETARY

Enclosed for flling, on the behalf ofTandy Corporation ("Tandy"), are the original
and ten copies of Tandy's Comments on the "Industry Proposal for Compatibility
Between Cable Systems and Consumer Electronics Equipment." Please ensure that
each Commissioner receives a copy of this filing.

Please acknowledge receipt of this document by date-stamping the extra copy
furnished hereWith for that purpose and returning a copy to bearer.

Sincerely, n
.~

Enclosure

Q31986-1

No.OfCoJ*rec'd~
UstABCDE



DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
Tandy Corporation

e.cutive 0fIk;.M 1900 One Tandy C8nler Pc8\ 0IIice eox 171eo Fort Worth, TIiIlUIS 78102 TeMpI rona (817) 380-3700

JohnV.~

a.t ........~
CIlaInMn CJI 1M Bo8rd-..,.

August 10, 1993
RECEIVED

~:=i=~rable James Quello AUG 10 1993
Federal Communications Commission
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Ca.ments on the nYndnstry Proposal for rtibilitY Between
cable Systems and COnsumer Electro tea Equ1pBeDt-

ET Docket No. 93-7--- .,
Dear Chairman Quello: .

Tandy Corporation wishes to address the supplemental Comments of
the Cable-Consumer Electronics Compatibility Advisory Group
pursuant to Section 17 of The Cable Television COnsu.er Protection
and Ca.petition Act of 1992.

Tandy Corporation is the nation'a largest retail chain of consumer
electronics with appro~imately 7,000 stores and dealer/franchise
outletB in its distribution system of Radio Shack, McDuff
Electronics, VideoConcept., The Edge in Electronic~, Computer City
SuperCenters and Incredible Universe store.. Sale. of video
electronios including televisions, video recorders and video
accessories represents a major part of Tandy's retail sales.

Tandy eupport~d the actions of the l02nd Congress in addressing the
h~ge economic 10sB to American ·consumers of not being able to
utilize the funotions and features ineluded with today'. oonsumer
electronics products sold at retail because of incompatibility Mith
cable systellls.

We applaud the Adviaory Group in its efforts to set future
standards for a Hybrid (Analog/Digital) cable Interfaoe. and
believe that the achievement of indu8try standards will accelerate
the eVOlution of a naw generation of video products to the market.

However, we are distressed that the AdVisory Group was not able to
agree on complete and immediate solutions to bring relief to
consumers who are currently plagued with the lOBS of fUDctionality
ot home video p~oductg because of incompatibility with cable
decoder boxes and remotes. Moreover, American con.lDlers ..-ill
purchase billions of dollars of televisions and VCR's over the ne~t

several years before the new Hybrid Decoder Interface is developed.
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An additional concern is that the Advisory Group made few
recommendations on how to promote the oommeroial availability of
decoder boxes and remote controls in a competitive manufaoturing
environment. '

We under.tend and appreciate the rights of cable conpeniea tor
proteotion again.t aignal theft. Further r it is acknowledged that
the immediate solutions to the compatibility i.8uel are complicated
due to multiple ~echnologie. involved.

However, it i. clear that Congress intends that the consumer issues
must be addressed as a priority. Even the Aot itself is titled,
"Consumer Protection and Competition.-

Tandy respectfully sU9geata that 80 long •• decode~ hoxes remain in
the exclusive domain of the cable oompanieer a coat effective and
funotional solution to oOmpAtibility in the near ter.m will be
difficult to find. Tandy believe. that in an op8n and competitive
equipment market, mAny manufacturers and oon.umer eleetron1Q&
r.tail.ra will achieve the fa.telt and lowe.t cost solutioDS to the
consumer compatibility i ••ue.

Tandy urg•• the Commis.ion to fully implement all three aspects of
Section 17, and to assure that the requirementB to provid. short
term .elutions and promoting commercial availability of equipment
are given no Ie•• priority than the importance of developing future
standard••

Yours very truly,

00: Willia~ F. Caton
Acting Secretary
FCC


